Points of Interest in Nantes
( The Parc du Grand-Blottereau
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Hours: 10:00 am to 7:00 pm

-the Chateau was re-built in 1762 by Ceineray, Portail, and Robert Seheult II
-the property changed hands many times:

-1405 Robert de Sesmaisons


-1428-1443 William Baborin


-1453 Pierre Raboceau (ennobled to the Secretary of the duke of Brittany)

-1505 Pierre de Montigné


-1560 Jean du Ponceau


-1602 Guy Glé and Jeanne de Bouillé


-1604 Michel Juchault and Marguerite Le Serf, lord and lady of Perron


-1741 Gabriel Michel


-???? William de Seigne (it is this family that asks Seheult to re-build the current residence similar 

to the original)


-1835 Thomas Dobrée buys property for 130,000 francs ($400,000)


-1895 Thomas Dobrée leaves the property to Hippolyte Durand-Gasselin


-1905 Hippolyte Durand-Gasselin donates the land to the city


-WWI – American Hospital located here


-Inter War Period – Americans construct low-income housing for families


-WWII – British and Scottish Soldiers are housed here (they graffiti the place)


-Post WWII Low-income housing is torn down and the park is slowly transformed into what it is 


today:
The park as such is constituted by an environmental group in the flexible modeling plantations of which are characterized by their exotic kinds (eucalyptus, grenadiers, olive trees, mimosas etc). 

For 10 years, the vast lawns host the Holiday of Plants, during the second weekend of September. Moreover, a certain number of equipment is at the disposal of sportsmen and schools (gymnasium, basketball, handball and football, fields of bowls, tennis etc).  Facing the castle is the Tropical Conservatories.  They shelter a unique collection in France of exotic utilitarian plants (rice, cotton, coffee, cacao, ebony, mahogany tree, vétiver etc).  Also, introduced to the public are numerous citrus fruit in receptacles (lemon, tangerine, grapefruit etc) as well as of exotic food-producing plants with short vegetative cycle such as chili, doliques, peanuts etc...
115 expositions will be present on the site: producers, associations horticoles, family gardens...  This year will be marked by the inauguration of a Korean garden "la colline de Suncheon" and many organizations on the theme of Korea Equally to see expositions on the tree and a lecture on “l'arbre et les epiphytes.” 

( The Parc de La Chantreie
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Acquired by the city in 1972, this park has a century as drawn by Procé earlier by D. Noisette. The trees are over a hundred years old.  An environmental development, constituted by groves supervising big bright perspectives, follows Erdre on about 900 m.

Even if the horticultural collections are less diversified than in other Nantais parks, there are very nice trees, crimson beeches, plane trees, cedars, spruce firs, and oaks.  The children’s farm has different animals that can be noticed in feeds following the main path.

The Château, finished in 1825, and possibly enlarged in 1843, was the result of a collaboration of Etienne-Jean-Baptiste Blon  (owner – architect) and his brother-in-law, François-Léonard Seheult (architect).  The chapel was completed in 1836.  
[image: image7.emf]( Cathédrale St-Pierre-St-Paul
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Phone: 02-40-47-84-64
-Construction began in 1434

-Construction completed in 1891 (457 years later)

-despite this, the cathedrale is a stunning example of uniformly Gothic cathedral
-interior is made of limestone

-335’ long and 120’ high (higher than Notre Dame in Paris)
-1972: the roof was destroyed by fire. The interior was restored
Michel Colomb's Renaissance tomb of François II, Duke of Brittany, and his second wife, Marguerite de Foix. Also noteworthy is the tomb of Gen. Juchault de Lamoricière, a Nantes native and a great African campaigner; sculptor Paul Dubois completed the tomb in 1879.
The cathedral's crypt, dating from the 11th century, shelters a museum of religions.
The Great Organ
-there has been an organ in the cathedral since the 15th centrury

-the organ loft was created in 1555 to prevent the damage caused by rats

-August 11, 1619, Jacques GIRARDET signed a contract that began a  new organ construction.  The organ 
had 2 manuels and 30 pedals.  This consituted the basis of the current instrument.  

-1634-1886 – several rebuildings and reparis were undertaken


-1767 – Bombards installed


-1780 – Clicquot expands the organ to 5 manuels (postif, grands, bombarde, recit, echo)

-during the revolution, the organ was spared destruction by convincing the revolutionary authorities that the 
organ could help grandize the revolutionary processions
-1800s – lack of money makes this time a bad one for the repair of the organ

-1850 – church is warned of the disrepair of the organ

-1866 – major resoration occurs that leave the body of the orginal organ intact

-February 19, 1933 – Organ fully restored and Louis VIERNE gave the traditional recital

-World War II – two bombing dates, September 16 1943 and  June 15 1944 (the latter killing several people 
in the cathedral), severely endangered the organ and its supporting construction

-1952, a new resortation was proposed that would expand the organ to 74 ranks

-1960-1971 – work undertaken to reinforce crumbling superstructure holding up the organ

-November 21 1971, the restored organ is inaugurated by Gaston LITAIZE and Félix MOREAU, tenured 
since 1954.  
-January 28 1972, an accidental fire ravages the Cathedral. The organ itself is not burned but undergoes 
some damage from the watering of the arches by the firemen.  The Cathedral was closed to the 
worship for 2 years.  
-repair occurs and the organ is operational again by 1985

-the organ is undergoing repairs since December 2005

( Graslin Place (including Hôtel de France)
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Drawing by R. Seheult and Graslin in 1784







 ( -note the full hemicycle
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Drawing shows the plan of Robert Seheult







In 1786 ( 
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-a house built with one of his sons for a Mr. Crosnier, a metal worker, collapsed 
at Place Graslin causing damage to the surrounding buildings which had to be repaired at the expense to Robert Seheult and his son.
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-The Restaurant-Bar "La Cigale" has a splendid interior. It was inaugurated in April 1895 by Emile 
Libaudière

-the building is classified as historic

-is a perfect example of the elegant excesses of Art Nouveau

-a portrait of a lady showing her ankle, risqué at the time, indicates that this used to be quite a racy place 
actors and dancers from the nearby theatre would mingle with the Nantais aristocracy here and let 
the good times roll - and, for the rich, they were rolling - with money and goods pouring in from 
trade, there were all kinds of new, exotic foods to try.

( Hôtel des Cariatides (Hôtel de Séheult)
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	Architect
	François Léonard Seheult (1768-1840)

	Date of Construction
	1824 

	Address
	8 rue l'Héronnière
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About the Building
	The apartment building has two faces that are worlds apart.  The back (above right) is part of a uniform course joined by other apartments on the Cours Cambronne (park) – this is the work of Mathurin Crucy (1749-1826).  The front (above left) is distinguised from any other building on the course.  It speaks volumes of its designer, F.L. Seheult.  We will talk about both.  
The entire area (including the Graslin theatre) was developed in the 1780s.  Graslin, an entrepreneur, got his ideas from other projects at the time.   Several new constructions were encoroportaing english architecture in their design.  The new Palais Royal, whose construction by Victor Louis in 1784 for the duke of Chartres (an angophile), had this “uniform decoration.”   In addition, in Bath, John Wood, designed the “Royal Crescent” which deployed on its curve a succession of semi-columns whose rate/rhythm indefinitely seems to be prolonged and is not without pointing out the effect of the pilasters of the Cambronne course. If the site of Bath remains exceptional, the example of Wood opens the way, in England, with a whole series of buildings placed in the vacation resorts or on the periphery of the business districts and for which the term "Terrace" seems to be allowed for the first time with the Terrace of London, having a high forms, constructed by Robert and James Adam in 1769. These often elevated buildings very quickly become the symbols of a social success for those which undertake them and for those who live in them, feeling which could sensitize the anglophile Graslin including in his analytical essay on the richness and taxes apparently published in London in 1767, the theories of political economy of English Adam Smith. In Nantes, where the trade and even the bonds of family are numerous with the Anglo-Saxon world, the cours Cambronne can appear thus on the continent like the rare expression of a tradition; but the frontage on street of the "hotel" Seheult, although marked by an architectural decoration of a style close to a certain spirit on the other side of the channel, testifies to a culture in specific to its author.

While being implied personally in the evocation of its culture, Seheult creates for its own residence a principal rise on the street which diverts the function first floor on the garden and thus differentiates its "hotel" from the other residences in the course. This floor on street is a kind of self-portrait where the artist painted his taste for Antiquity, the Rebirth, the Classicism and where it refers to his work of youth in Italy, in particular with his drawings of the ancient decoration, the statues, the vases, with the steles, with the reliefs which it itself had copied in Rome. The architect puts in scene his personality and professional science that it maitrise to post his culture as much as satisfying the desires of his customers and, just like it bequeathed to the artists engravings of his Collection, it thus intends to perpetuate through its Nantes Work its memory and the freedom of its exercise.
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[image: image35.emf][image: image36.emf]The front of the "hotel" Seheult is complex in nature.  It represents his time in Italy from 1791 to 1793.  The frontage presents a superposition of several registers corresponding to the levels of the frontages which, on each side of the central fore-part, rest on a ground floor.  There are bored niches and alternate spans laid out on the ternary rate/rhythm. The porch of entry whose drawing can be put in connection with the gate of the hotel of Thélusson in Paris built before 1780 by Ledoux, uses its lines from Article of ancient triumph and, seen interior staircase, is transformed into well of light to the image of the representations of Piranèse. The composition of the higher levels of the fore-part expresses the opinion of the time on the hierarchy of ancient civilizations which are at the origin of modern architcture: the architectural decoration of the first stage reveals Egypt by the presence of the carved heads whose style answers the palmiform capitals of bays of the side wings; the second stage returns to ancient Greece which the cariatides symbolize. Finally the large window in half-circle of the third stage returns to the monumental architecture of the Roman ancient thermal baths.  It is crowned of Cétès, divinity of Abundance and flanked Fertility of two caducés which announce a recognition to the capacities of the Hermès god.

[image: image37.emf]The second stage centralizes the witnesses of the artistic culture of the architect as an open book on its history: the terms with the antique which decorate the niches located at the level of the caryatids bear the names engraved on stone of the Greek sculptors Phidias, Praxitèle Polydoros and Lysippe, and of the Greek painters Zeuxis, Pamphile, Apelle and Aristide. In addition, the tympanums of the windows of this stage are decorated with the abbreviations of names of artists: the sculptors Pin, Puget and Girardon as well as the painters Raphaël, Chick and Lesueur. Two names of contemporary artists are also registered: Canova and Drouais. This aspect undoubtedly emphasizes the feeling of the architect of the "hotel" which belongs to a dynasty of Nantes artists since the painters and tapestry makers Michel (1655-1708) and Robert I (1683-1768), the architect Robert II (1728-1792), father of François-Léonard Seheult and architects Michel-Robert (1753-1807), Michel-Andre (1756-1811) and grandfather of Saint-Félix (1793- 1858) architect of the departmental of Loire-Lower as well as Saint-Valéry Seheult, born on June 23, 1787 "architect of histoire'," author of the work of genius and the great secrecies of historical architecture.”  François Léonard Seheult died here March 1st, 1840


(get on Tram at Médiathèque ((François Mitterrand) – West and get off at Gare Maritime)

( Hôtel Des Douanes (Salorges) or Customs House
[image: image38.emf][image: image39.emf]
The “vast granite building” as the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica put it was built in 1775 by Robert Seheult II.  Formerly located at N 37 Quay de la Fosse, it was destroyed on 23 Sept, 1943 by the liberating forces of the Americans and Brittis during the German occupation.  It original construction was authorized by King Louis XVI.  The portrait of Robert II Seheult shows him holding the plans for the new construction.  Upon demolishing of the old building in 1775, workmen threw the stones into the river Loire.  This met with much protest as recorded in the archives of Nantes.  During the Revolution, the building was turned into a customs warehouse.  Below are excerpts from various maps and post cards showing the evolution of the area.
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( The Loire River
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This river is perhaps one of the bloodiest in France if not Europe and the World.  During the Revolution, the Vendee uprising occurred (pro-Catholic/Royal and anti Revolutionary).  Many battles were fought.  Finally the royalists were caught at Savenay in late 1793 before Christmas.  Most of the Royalist prisoners and their families were forced to march in the cold to Nantes where they were imprisoned in the Coffee Warehouse.  Some were killed on Savenay.  Amoung these that was Jacques Alexis Chevalier de Verteuil - General in the Royal Catholic Army and Governor of de l'Ile d'Yeu -  Chavlier of St Louis in 1770.  He was executed on Christmas Eve December 24, 1793 at the age of 67 by the guillotine.  His wife and at least one of his daughters were amoung the prisoners forced to march to Nantes to their deaths in the noyades overseen by Jean-Baptiste Carrier.  

Jean-Baptiste Carrier. born the 16/03/1756 to Yolet (Cantal), condemned to death by guillotine the 12/16/1794 . He was transferred in Nantes in November 1793 as a governor to suppress the uprising.  

4 months after his arrival, he is recalled by Robespierre, he was judged for arbitrary executions then condemned : He is responsible for the 4,800 victims who died into the Loire river,  in Nantes from November 3 to December 31, 1793 including 2000 during the week of Christmas -  December 23 being the blackest day since 800 people were carried out and executed.  
   
Then in July 1794, at the end of the mission of Carrier, some 10,000 executions are carried out, including 3,000 shot, and 1500 dead of hunger, without counting yhe " guillotines " in the place of Bouffay. 
   
The drownings consisted in attaching 3 to 400 people together, transporting them in barges or "gabares", whose hull had been bored beforehand.  The boats were then brought into the middle of the Loire only to remove the stoppers in the holes and wait the few minutes, even the few hours it takes for the victims to drown.  

   
Bodies are found throughout the river.  It is with sadism that Carrier personally attended the executions, of which one he saw 600 children perish at once.  It is in this was that the following died:  Josephe Marie Dupont du Vivier de Gourville age 56, Marie-Victoire de Verteuil age 29, Sophie de Verteuil age 18.  The hatred of the clergy was manifest in a practice called “Republican Weddings”: monks and nuns together were tied naked and “vertically dispatched into the national bathtub” by drowning.  Carrier then pushed his henchmen to strike those who still struggled in the river.
[image: image46.emf]
This river has been the final resting place for too many.
( Eglise Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Port

The church Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Port and Saint Louis (1846-1858) was the work of the architects Saint-Félix Seheult and Joseph Fleury Chenantais. The building is arched by an ovoid cupola on crossing, a cradle on each arm and a half-spherical cupola with the four external angles. Internally, the plan is that of a Greek cross registered in a rectangle. The nave (1846-1860) is decorated with paintings carried out between 1858 and 1876 by Joseph Goëzou (pulpit, furnace bridge and Saint-Louis vault), Alphonse Hénaff (drum and pendentive of the dome), H. Picon (half-cupola of the apse), Mr. Onillon (barrel vault in the east) and A. Challot (cupola of the vault of the Virgin). On the frontage, a vast low-relief of Amédée Ménard shows the Virgin accommodating the sick (the hospital of Sanitat used to reside on this site). The statue of holy Anne and the tomb of the Fresneau abbot are the work of the sculptor Amédée Ménard. The organ (1891-1981) is the work of Nantes organ builder Louis Debierre.  

Seheult showed his ability to vary his architectural expertise in classical architecture with this example.  The dome is Byzantine with the church reminescnet of the Roman School of Périgord.  
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( l'entrepôt des Cafés (Coffee Warehouse)
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According to Mellinet, Robert II Seheult built the l'entrepôt des Cafés (Coffee Warehouse) in a  low lying land easily flooded (marshes) from the Chézine River where it feeds the Loire River.  It now currently stands at n˚2 rue La Moricière.  The area was drained and made useful by the company of Duparc et Mellinet.  It should be also noted that Crucy, Duparc et Mellinet have also been credited for its construction.  

The records indicate that it was an “enormous building”,  “very vast construction” , “sure and roomy.”  Its original intent was receive unloaded coffee balls of various origins when it was built in 1788.  Unfortunately it was soon converted in September 1793 into a prison during the revolution and used for 8000 men, women, and children captured as “bandits” at Savenay on December 23, 1793.

It was the seat of the Bignon Commision which was started December 14, 1793 and executed 1,948 people from December 29 through January 19 1794.  The literature of the time wrote,  “The advantage for the Bignon commission of sitting at the prison of the Warehouse of the coffees is double, the prisoners are seized in their principal place of detention, more also blocked, and then, after their summary "judgement", they are carried out, with all the necessary speed in the streets of Nantes (Miséri, Gigant, Chantenay) where the firing squads await them.”

Most died by shooting in Gigant street, guillotine, drowning or typhus.  An epidemic of typhus broke out and Jean-Baptiste Carrier himself was concerned to the point that he promptly ordered that the “bandits” should clean up themselves (corpses) so as not to “compromise the health of the good citizens.”  Tthis “disinfection” took about 3 weeks.  In one month 400 prisoners died there according to the police chiefs and thousands died in a few months.  We have record that on  Jan 26, 1794: Pariset supervises the operation of clean up which involves 8 prisoners loading bodies onto carts.  Four days later Pariset reports that he “did not see more than five to six carts.”   The risks of epidemics largely contributed to the decision to liquidate quickly and in all manners the prisoners. These risks were real, if one bases oneself on the analysis of Doctor Xavier Bernier, the threat of an epidemic even more serious than that which devastated prisons and hospitals is not a doubt. It could 
reach all the town of Nantes and be spread well beyond.”  As a result it was emptied in only a few weeks of most of its population primarily by drowning.  This is possible where the de Verteuil mother and daughters met their fate in the “noyades”.  

After the revolution it was temportarily closed in February 1794 and reopened as a “caserne de lanciers” or a lancers barracks.

On  the night of Saturday September 21, 1839 the warehouse burned and was destroyed.  
Except for only a portion of the building which still remains today.  A medal commemorating a victim during the buring was struck soon after for those that died and is part of the collection at the Dobré Museum: Musée départemental Dobrée. The description follows:
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Funeral services were held on October 1st, 1839 at the Cathedrale which did not have enough room to hold the national guardsmen, and family that came to pay there last respects.  There were no speeches or demonstrations but “a dull silence, 
a pious meditation, sincere tears” for those lost.  A total of 11,087.28 franks were donated to the families of the victims.  Only the entrance gate on  2 Lamoricière street still exists today  with a plaque commemorating the events of terror and a drawing  of the façade by Perrin which is preserved in the Dobrée Museum collection seen below:
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(( Musée départemental Dobrée
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The Musée départemental Dobrée gathers the department’s (county) most beautiful archeological, historical and artistical collections and is divided into three different buildings. Here is a historical background of the museum. To house his collections of graphic arts and decorative art, Thomas (II) Dobrée bought le manoir de la Touche which is the ancient episcopalian residence where Duke Jean the 5th of Brittan died in 1442. This manor became a hospital for protestant people wounded during the Religious wars, then a place for people ill with the plague in 1602 and a convent for a short time. The building welcomed catholic priests sent out of Ireland, because of the protestant prosecutions for almost a century, from 1695 to 1793.
At the beginning of the 1860’s Thomas (II) Dobrée decided to build his « roman house » named the palais Dobrée, a mixture of roman and gothic styles, but the idea of a museum only came at the very end of his life. The museum was inaugurated in 1897 (two years after Dobrée’s death) and was called by Nantes’inhabitants « the Dobrée Folly ». It did not open its doors to the public until 1899. 
The construction of a new building started in the early 1970’s with three underground galleries which aimed at joining the three buildings to the auditorium.  Today, the museum is financed by the local government of Loire-Atlantique but is still closely linked to its creator. It became a county museum according to Dobrée’s wish. Nowadays, the museum continues to enlarge its collections which go from prehistorical times to the twentieth century.  It is here that the portrait of Robert II Seheult is held.
(( L'Hôtel Prasle
[image: image57.emf][image: image58.emf]Built in 1844 by F. L. Seheult
Address: 22 Copernic Street
The Prasle hotel, formerly known as 

being at the end of the boulevard, 

when it called “Delorme street”. When it 

was renamed to “Copernic street”, a 

ground floor was added to it. This 

elegant construction, which seems 

to belong to the Directoire era, shows 

a superposition of Ionic and Corinthien 

orders especially in the central fore-part

where two colonnades are staged under 

an attic
(( Rue du Calvaire

[image: image59.emf]
Many records have been lost so we are not sure of all the buildings that the Seheult’s designed or built.  One of François Léonard Seheult’s is said to have been on this street.

(( L'Hôtel de la Brosse
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The l'hôtel de La Brosse at No 8 Fayette street’s information is based on a family tradition. The national Bank of Paris occupies this building today, that architect Blon surmounted by a second floor in 1816. The ground floor is very temperate and base in form. A projecting central door, framed by two pairs of ionic columns supports a curved pediment. Above short a plank decorated with Greek palmettes and rhombuses. The first floor carries heads of women, scaled plates as well as well as of other difficult motives to name. On the plank are carved medallions, quadrants, horns of plenty and of nothing. One notices in decoration an eclecticism that Percier and Fontaine had undoubtedly criticized. 

(( Palais de Justice

[image: image62.emf][image: image63.emf]
Inaugurated in 1851 by the President of the Republic, L. Napoléon Bonaparte, Nantes’ Palais de Justice has served as the main law courts until only recently.  It was designed by both Saint Felix Seheult and J. Chenantais.  With the help of Chenantais, he built the new Palais de Justice started in 1845 and inaugurated 2nd March 1851. This monument, very classical on a general scale, superposes on its facade corinthian and doric orders and utilizes an abundance of triglyphes for decoration, Eventually he put Themis behind the colonnades of the Palace in the ancient style. Seheult’s originality let him to pierce the front of the grand with supporting statues. On the other hand its size indicates the architect had forseen the future growth of the town which was already nearly 100,000 inhabitants in 1850. 
(( Rue Jean Jaurès
This street was part of a development in the early 1800s.  Work was completed, since 1830, by a formed company of the purchasers of the grounds located on the layout. The goal of the opening of the way was to serve the grounds in question and to build there houses. Among these purchasers, appeared four architects, SEHEULT, BLON, LALANDE and AMOUROUX which were the principal craftsmen of the operation and on which it appears useful to give further information some because they count with the number of the Nantes builders. All four were Members of the departmental Commission of the civil buildings. - SEHEULT Saint-Félix, was the nephew of François Léonard SEHEULT, known as the Romain (who built in particular the Hotel of the street of Herronnière), and the grandson of the architect SEHEULT who made the plan of Nantes of 1754, as for the drawing, with GATE. He was an architect of the diocese and the department.  - BLON Étienne Jean-Baptist restored the Saint-Similien church of the time. LALANDE made only and with Saint-Félix SEHEULT much of constructions particular to Nantes of 1818 to 1840.  AMOUROUX Louis built in Nantes, in collaboration with his/her colleague BLON, a great number of hotels. Both were the builders of a great part of the district of Launay.
The part of the Rue Jean Jaurès lain between the street of Marchix and the street Mercoeur was also built by SEHEULT and Co and was opened with public circulation at the beginning of 1832.  At least two houses on the strees were directly designed by Saint Felix Seheult.  We will see them now.
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(( N. 33 Rue Jean Jaurès
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This was St Felix’s residence and place where he died in 1858

(( N. 31 Rue Jean Jaurès (L'Hôtel particulier)
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(( Eglise Saint-Similien
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This is the site of the church where
Robert II Seheult (25) was married to 

Ms. Genevieve Guignet on 

January 09, 1753.  
(( N. 4 Rue Sully (L'Hôtel Maurice)
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Saint Felix Seheult built it – although we
are not sure of the date.

(( The hills of Saint-Pierre and Saint-Andrew
The hills of  Saint-Pierre and Saint-Andrew were so completely modified during the XVIII century that it is very difficult to imagine the old state of this district. A washing (# 44 pl. XVIII) represents the old strengthened enclosure which defended the city towards the east (it acts as a late copy according to a drawing of Jacques-Andre Portail preserved at the Public library and whose Municipal Archives have another version by Robert Seheult II in 1756).  Both copies originated 
from the archives of St. Félix Seheult and were in his possession until his death in 1858. This drawing "shows the perspective of a part of the town of Nantes from the side of moat St-Andrew, made by [Robert] Seheult on August 6, 1756". It is a “Splendid wash drawing giving, in the foreground, the St-Pierre gate and the foundation of the cathedral and in the background, the château”
At the request of City Hall in 1757, he repaired the bridge crossing the moat of St. Pierre and the embankment of this structure.  Later, this moat was filled in and is now called the “Cours St. Pierre” and is just east of St Pierre’s Cathedral.  In 1757, at the request of City Hall, he demolished an ancient tower belonging without doubt to the old fortified wall.  
In 1757, plans for the town of Nantes were drawn up by Nicolas Portail architect,  (Robert II Seheult’s brother –in-law), Robert II Suet (Seheult) the draftsman, and François Cacault the land-surveyor.  This plan was dedicated to the marquis de Brancas, and bears the name of François Cacault, who worked on it from 1750 to 1757; it was engraved in 1759, in Paris, by Jean Lattré, engraver street Saint-Jacob. It is incontestably most beautiful and most exact of all the plans carried out on the town of Nantes.  A portion of it, showing he hills of Saint-Pierre and Saint-Andrew is shown below on the left
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(( Le jardin des plantes
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The Botanical garden offers to the public an important collection plants with flowers of America, Asia and Africa. The botanical gardens were created in 1807.  However, their current form is only after many years of effort by by Hectot, Noisette and Ecorchard.  In 1865, it was inaugurated in its current form. Characteristic of the landscape gardens of last century, its presentation is varied with many cascades and ponds as well as an abundant floral decoration maintaining the tradition of “mosaïculture.” Some specific points must be mentioned: - The Mountain: This artificial monticule was carried out by digging of the lake. - the Magnolia of Hectot: planted in 1807, at age the 16 years, it is the oldest tree in the garden. It symbolizes the introduction of this plant to Nantes to the beginning of the 18th century. - The Palm house: built in 1898, it shelters an exceptional collection of épiphytes. - The Orangery: it is intended for the shelter of the plants out of vats during the winter. During the beautiful season, it can accomodate exposures. - Greenhouses With Cactées: an old rehabilitated wintergarden, this building shelters one of the most complete collections of cactuses and succulents of the Hexagon. - the School of Botany: have the diversity of the flora of the Armorican solid mass, in particular a certain number of protected plants. - the Garden of Test: located in the vicinity, at the public a range with their nomenclature of the seedlings used presents each year for the decoration of the floral solid masses. - Collection of camellias: it is a plant symbol for Nantes represented here by a collection of 600 cultivars. The old camellias are gathered side of the college Clémenceau.  
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(( Château des ducs de Bretagne
The history of the Castle of the dukes of Brittany starts with the 13th century. The first Castle, known as of the “New Tower”, is set up on the site of the restored and increased Gallo-Roman wall. With its function of defense of the city, it corresponds to the reinforcement of the capacity of the dukes of Brittany who asserted great autonomy. During second half of the 14e century, the Castle is modified and increased by Jean IV of Montfort, duke of Brittany. The tower called the “Old Keep” is the single vestige of this time.

In the 15th century, under the aegis of François II, last duke of independent Brittany, it was transformed to become the place of residence of the Breton court, at the same time a residential palate and defensive military fortress. In the 16th century, with the joining of Brittany and France (1532), it becomes a residence of kings of France. At the beginning of the 17th century, the castle is transformed into barracks. On April 13, 1598, the Edict of Nantes was issued.  The document was signed here in the château.  This original Act signed on April 30 by Henry IV, promulgating the Edict, has disappeared. The Archives Nationales in Paris preserves only the text of a shorter document modified by the clergy and the Parliament of Paris, signed and sealed in 1599. The content of the first edict has survived, however, thanks to a copy sent for safekeeping to Protestant Geneva.  One of Henry IV’s advisors was Raymond II Baron de Feuillas de Verteuil (1558-1608), protestant and ancestor to Seheult’s in the West Indies.
The Edict of Nantes that Henry signed comprised four basic texts, including a principal text made up of ninety two articles and largely based on unsuccessful peace treaties hammered out during the recent troubles. The Edict also included 56 "particular" (secret) articles dealing with Protestant rights and obligations. For example, the French state guaranteed to protect French Protestants travelling abroad from the Inquisition. "This crucifies me," protested Pope Clement VIII, upon hearing of the Edict. The final two parts consisted of brevets (royal promises) which contained the military clauses and pastoral clauses. These two brevets were withdrawn in 1629 by Louis XIII

In reality, the edict sustained Catholicism as the established religion of France: Protestants gained no exemption from paying the tithe and had to respect Catholic holidays and restrictions regarding marriage. The authorities limited Protestant freedom of worship to specified geographic areas, outside city walls. The Edict dealt only with Protestant and Catholic coexistence; the Edict did not include Jews or Muslims. In fact, France expelled its Muslims in 1610.

Eighty-seven years later, in October 1685, however, Louis XIV, the grandson of Henry IV, renounced the Edict and declared Protestantism illegal with the Edict of Fontainebleau. This act, most commonly called the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, had very damaging results for France. While the wars of religion did not re-ignite, many Protestants chose to leave France, most moving to Great Britain, Germany and the Dutch Republic.  This exodus deprived France of many of its most skilled and industrious individuals, who would from now on aid France's rivals (although some have sometimes overstated this effect). The revocation of the Edict of Nantes also further damaged the perception of Louis XIV abroad, making the Protestant nations bordering France even more hostile to his regime.

Upon the revocation of the edict, Frederick Wilhelm issued the Edict of Potsdam to encourage Protestants to come to Brandenburg.
 The Town of Nantes, becomes the owner in 1915, and intends it to become a municipal museum. Since 1924, regional popular art is strongly represented in the collections: costumes, furniture, ironwork and ceramics... In 1955, the museum accommodates the contents of the museum of Salorges which were destroyed by the bombardments of 1943; these items illustrate the river and maritime past of the town of Nantes and the history of its industrial activities. The museum and the monument which shelter it profit today from a vast program of its restoration. A permanent space will be created in the prestigious buildings of the end of 15th century built under François II. It will offer to the public a vast retrospective of Nantes activities. The Castle of the dukes of Brittany, property of the Town of Nantes, is managed by the mixed investment company Nantes Culture & Patrimoine, within the framework of a delegation of public utility.

(( Rue de Carmelites

Robert Séheult I (1683 – 1768) (son of Michel (Suhet) Séheult) father of Robert II Seheult lived here.
(( Place du Bouffay and surrounding area
Nantes has been badly destroyed during WWII and Le Bouffay is the oldest part of the city that has remained – some buildings go back to the 1400s. It is a great place to wander, stop for a coffee and enjoy the nightlife. For those who have been to Rennes, it may remind you of the old city from this town with its Briton style, with some wooden houses, creperies, paved streets.  During the 15th century, the administrative, municipal and legal capacities settle. The district becomes little by little commercial until the 18th centruy by constructions with half-timberings, then by private mansions.  It is in 1742, that a plan established by TOUROS strikes alignment the streets generating the destruction of the houses with wood sides.
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(( Rue de Carmelites
Michel Suhet Séheult (1656 – 1708) Died in a house on this street “Rue de la Casserie” in the parish of Saint Nicolas on 30th March 1708 at the age of 52
(( L’Hôtel Jogues
The old hôtel Jogues located on the island Feydeau, better known under the name of "Chambre des Notaires", whose 
construction between 1770 and 1775 is allotted to Robert II Seheult by Camille Mellinet; this hotel, which is the subject of certain alteration work financed by Dufou with Nantes architect Ogée in first part of the nineteenth century, becomes famous for the richness of interior sound decor, of its skirtings and of its Empire furniture.  The original building was destroyed during World War II but it was rebuilt in the same manner as the first and now stands at 12 bis allée Duguay Trouin.


(( A Building by Saint-Félix Seheult et Lalande
This building, situated at #13 rue d'Orléans was a collaboration of the architects Saint-Félix Seheult et Lalande built 1827-1830.  

(( St Nicolas Basilica 
This is the site on which the orignial St Nicolas stood which was demolished in 1849.  Regarding the old church; important repairs to the choir of the church of Saint-Nicolas were done by the architects Crucy, Scheult and Douillard.  We have records that in 1878 they declared that the church was sufficiently solid and will be preserved despite the fears of certain parishioners.  In 1728, urgent work was undertaken with respect to the nave "in order to prevent the fall of the church."  Finally in 1787, when the enclosing wall against which the bedside rested was dismantled (# 268, pl. XXXII page 72), important repairs took place in the church after architects Crucy, Scheult, and Douillard stated that the church was sufficiently solid to be preserved.  And, indeed, it stood for another half-century (until its demolition in 1849).  A lithograph of the old St Nicolas by Benoist (# 31, pl. XXXIV page 74) shows the southern side of it. However, Vigny, in 1755 and Ceineray, in 1761, had already envisioned in their town-plannings with its rebuilding according to a plan in north-south Latin cross directed, beyond the ramparts, more in north towards place du Calvaire or with the accesses of the current Place Royale. Graslin, in about 1780, moreover had proposed, vainly, that the new parish church should rise near his theatre (on the level of the street Santeuil, # 85, pl. XXXVI). The church was admittedly enclosed between old houses: the place of Erail, in north (# 157, pl. XXXIII page 73) is a faithful testimony to this fact.  
(( Place Royal

(( Rue du Merle Blanc (Boileau)
Plans were submitted to the city in 1784 for the Rue du Merle Blanc (Boileau), by Peccot and Robert II Seheult.  

(( Passage Pommeraye
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In gray, the first state (1784); pink the final state (1787).


Crucy modifies the plans to fit the hemicycle proposal.








-Graslin was a entrepreneur  from Paris that wanted to develop the current area in question.


-plans were initially for a new church, stock market, and theater.  Only the theater was realized


-originally Graslin wanted a hemicircular design as proposed by Seheult.  Crucy, the head architect of Nantes, favored a rectangular design (see below).  


-finally a compromise was reached in the final design as seen today (pink)


-the theater was built in 1787 by Graslin and Crucy.


-it was destroyed in a fire which killed 7 people on 24 August 1796  - it was Crucy which rebuilt it in 1811.
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Jean-Joseph-Louis Graslin (1727-1790)
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Robert Seheult II (1728-1792)
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Mathurin Crucy (1749-1826)
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Mathurin Crucy (1749-1826)
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Before the Bombs of WWII
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Today
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Musée départemental Dobrée





�


Robert (II) Seheult
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Thomas (II) Dobrée
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L'Hôtel Prasle
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François Léonard Seheult
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Rue du Calvaire
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L'Hôtel de la Brosse
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François Léonard Seheult with his wife Rose Victoire Beaubigny and their child  Charlotte Seheult circa 1798
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Palais de Justice


(1845 – 1851)
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Saint-Félix Seheult (1793 - 1858)
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Area that Saint-Félix Seheult was responsible for
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Saint-Félix Seheult (1793 - 1858)
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Saint-Félix Seheult (1793 - 1858)
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Saint-Félix Seheult (1793 - 1858)
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1757
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Post WWII
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This view is from the most southern part of the “Motte St. Andrew south toward the Motte St. Pierre.  Today this would be around the Pl. Louis XVI.
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The place dy Bouffay is a place of executions where several commemorative plates point out the decapitation of Chalais to us, the execution of 4 shown Breton gentlemen of plot... And it is also with the revolution the place of the guillotine.


In the North-West, dominating the place by its Belfry until 1848, the tower of Bouffay does not remain today any more. Only its belfry was preserved at the top of the church Ste Croix.  


In the center, small markets are drawn up still sheltering a picturesque market.
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In the south-east of the place, the Mint where the official money was struck until 1822.
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The red dots correspond to the buildings below
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Place du Change





�


rue de la Juiverie
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rue de la Baclerie
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rue Bossuet
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Saint-Félix Seheult (1793 - 1858)
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In the center of Nantes is the Place Royale, an elegant square laid out in 1790. In the center, the fountain has statues representing the Loire and its tributaries.  Northeast of the square is the neo-Gothic church of St-Nicolas (1844-1848), with a 280ft high tower. Farther east is the church of Ste-Croix (1685), with a choir of 1840.  Robert (II) Seheult built with Gautier a “beautiful house” for Mesdames Vves Mariot and Belot on the South Side of Place Royal with grill work.  Much of Place Royal needed to be rebuilt (in the same fashion) after WWII.  
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The Passage Pommeraye is a small shopping mall in central Nantes, France, named after its property developer, Louis Pommeraye. Construction started at the end of 1840 and was completed on 4 July 1843.  The Passage Pommeraye is a passage between two streets, the rue Santeuil and rue de la Fosse, with one 9.40 m higher than the other. Midway, there is a flight of steps and the mall then continues on another floor. Two architects, Jean-Baptiste Buron and Hippolyte Durand Gasselin, contributed to its design, which is very elaborate and includes renaissance style sculptures.
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